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less other opportunities, Vichy could not effectively lam-
baste the Free French as the momentum grew. The marshal
is Fascist-minded and, personally, I think, he has the
totalitarian bug. But Petain has better sense than to oppose
the Free French in the things all Frenchmen want done.
General de Gaulle could not do everything the French
want, but he could do many such things. And after the
atmosphere of the movement crystallized in a favourable
way, the Free French might even succeed in doing many
things about which the French are not unanimous. At
some point he has to attract the endorsement of the French
in France.
Free France could have a trump movement, unifying
France for its destiny in the hopes of the United Nations.
Here is one remaining place in Europe where statesman-
ship and imagination can immeasurably affect our war
effort. If General de Gaulle is showing either quality, the
fact escapes England's and America's best friends over there
from one end of the continent to the other. And it cer-
tainly escapes me.
And what was and is the spirit of the French people
themselves ? To me, it is reckless, cruel, and false for
Americans to question this. Among some of the more brittle
and sophisticated in the United States you hear it implied
that the French didn't even want to fight for their country.
It is easy to say that three thousand miles away. And it's a
corrupt and dangerous thing to say, because it suggests that
the neighbouring French thought they would get along with
the Germans.
The French never thought any such thing. The French
people recognized the German menace from the beginning.
France never suffered under any illusions about the pur-
poses and power of Hitler. The managers of France did not
protect the people against this very well, but the French
people themselves are only indirectly to blame for this mis-
management. There was no revolt in France against war.
The dereliction was that the political factors in control
were not up to the task. But even that is only Item A.
Item B is that the French people had practically no Allied
support in defence of their nation.
The British Army was heroic but pitiably small.  There